
 

A T  LAST  SUNDAY ’S  FAMILY     
FORMAT ION GATHER ING ,                 
I announced, with Mrs. Mary Ellen  
Tiernan, our Faith Formation Director, 

that next year we would begin preparing our 
children for earlier Confirmation with First 
Communion. This initiative, which is now followed 
in more than a dozen dioceses around the country, 
seeks to restore reception of the sacraments of 
initiation to their original order - Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Communion - as followed by the 
early Church and reiterated in the teachings of the 
Second Vatican Council. Its more recent practice 
has been seen in the Rite of Catholic Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) when “catechumens” seeking to enter 
the Church’s life are first baptized, then confirmed, 
and finally receive their first Holy Communion at 
the Easter Vigil. As practiced elsewhere, children 
normally will receive their first Reconciliation in 
second grade, and Confirmation and First 
Communion in third grade. In our program, children 
who have already received their First Communion 
will be confirmed earlier in an accelerated program.  
     For a century or more in the United States, the 
question of when Confirmation should be conferred 
has had varied and sometimes confusing answers. 
There was little rhyme or reason to the decision. 
Indeed, years ago, Confirmation was linked closely 
to Holy Communion (in that order), and neither was 
given until the age of 12 or 13 and within close 
proximity to one another. (Around that time (Saint) 
Bernadette Soubirous saw apparitions of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary - she was 14 - she had 
received only baptism!) It was early in the twentieth 
century that Pope Saint Pius X promulgated the 
first reception of Holy Communion for children who 
had reached the age of reason, or about second or 
third grade, which became our practice today. 
     Being Confirmed myself at the age of 27, with 
Holy Communion to follow for the first time, I am 

still amazed to hear from many of our parishioners 
(and our deacons) at how many different ages they 
received their Confirmation. The present time, 
however, necessitates a more faithful practice to 
the Church’s early vision for the sacrament of 
Confirmation, completing the grace of baptism and 
preparing the child for the fullness of communion 
in the Eucharist.   
     What matters essentially is Grace. Pope Francis 
and Pope Benedict XVI, the bishops who have 
Implemented Restored Order, are all of the mind 
that, amidst the challenges to a lived faith that are 
in the world today, our children need Grace as 
soon as possible. It is clear that teenagers in this 
country are in crisis and that younger children are 
forced to make more decisions about their moral 
life earlier and earlier. I am convinced that the 
conferral of grace in the Sacrament of Confirmation 
will both help them and their families weather the 
challenges to their faith and their lives. 
     I am also confident that this “intervention” will 
help to engage our families in the life-long task of 
sharing the faith with one another. Our Family 
Formation program will continue to provide those 
opportunities after the children have received 
Confirmation and Communion. For the teenagers 
(in 7th and 8th grade, and in high school), we are 
planning a more service-oriented, faith-based 
approach that will further inspire the young people 
to make a commitment as disciples of Christ. 
     For the next few weeks, I will write about 
different aspects of Restored Order and what it 
means for us. As always, I ask your prayers and 
encouragement for our staff as we implement this 
“new” program for the life of our families and our 
parish. We will have a special opportunity to pray 
as a parish family with a novena to the Holy Spirit 
(to be said from May 27th until Pentecost) inserted 
in this bulletin. 
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